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Objectives
St Thomas More School recognises that it has a responsibility to minimise the environmental impact of its purchasing decisions.  This policy aims to look at each of the procurement areas within the school and understand where there is a potential for ecological and environmental damage as a result of transportation, waste disposal, working conditions, manufacturing processes, chemical, air and noise pollution and habitat destruction.  This policy will be adhered to wherever practical and with best intentions.
This policy sits within the framework of the School’s Environmental Policy which aims to:

REDUCE

REUSE

RECYCLE

RESTORE
Paper

The school recognises that the paper manufacturing process can result in forest destruction, loss of biodiversity, high water and energy consumption, CO2 emissions, high levels of chemical consumption and potential environmental contamination.

To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Communicate electronically to staff and parents wherever possible.

· Eco-certified paper for all copying, printing and art supplies.  
· Buy paper that is a minimum of Elementary Chlorine Free (ECF) and, where possible, Totally Chlorine Free (TCF).

· Scrap paper will be reused wherever possible to reduce the volume of paper purchased.

Cleaning Products
Some cleaning products contaminate rivers and streams when they enter the sewage system.  Many take a long time to degrade and others will not degrade at all.  Chemicals can enter the food chain, harming animals and destabilising eco systems.  When consumed or absorbed through the skin some chemicals can be harmful.

To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Buy cleaning products that comply with A.I.S.E. Voluntary Sustainability Initiative and display their logos.
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This logo means that this product was made by a Charter member – a company that has voluntarily committed to continuously improve its behaviour in sustainability and is independently verified.
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This logo tells us that the product was made by a Charter member and goes above and beyond legislative requirements, in line with industry’s best practice.  These products meet high sustainability standards for helping protect environmental safety, promoting efficient use of resources e.g. through the promotion of concentrated formats. They comply with ambitious criteria set voluntarily by the cleaning industry association. Easy-to-understand consumer information on how to use products in a more sustainable way is an additional commitment these products have to comply to.

· Cleaning products will have recyclable packaging.
· The school can not use the low temperature settings for dishwashers and washing machines recommended for sustainability due to health and safety legislation.
Electrical Equipment

The manufacture of office and kitchen equipment can result in high energy consumption and CO2 emissions, air, soil and water pollution, destructive abstraction of raw materials and harmful industrial processes.
To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Not replace electrical equipment unless it can’t be repaired or is unfit for purpose.

· Buy equipment demonstrating a low energy efficiency rating.  This will be identified using the EU Ecolabel.  The school will strive to buy products displaying an A or B rating (green coloured).
· Purchase products from companies offering a “take back” reuse or recycle option.
Lighting

Some lighting products have high energy consumption resulting in high CO2 emissions, pollution of land, air and water during production, use of hazardous materials and generation of polluting waste.
To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Buy light bulbs with low energy rating and low mercury content.
· Where practical, use PIR technology to further reduce energy consumption by ensuring lights are not left on in unused areas.
Furniture

Unsustainable forest management can result in loss of biodiversity and soil erosion.  Mining materials has an impact on the landscape.  Furniture manufacturing process require high energy consumption resulting in high CO2 emissions , VOCs emissions result from the use of organic solvents and harmful chemicals can be released into the environment during furniture manufacture, use and disposal.

To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Only buy new furniture when old furniture can’t be repaired or is no longer fit for purpose.

· Source second hand from other schools in the Essex Schools Network as the first option.

· Buy timber products made from recycled or sustainable forest sources.

· Buy plastics products, where possible, made from recycled materials.
Transport
The school does not own any vehicles. However, if it buys vehicles in the future it will purchase low emission vehicles.

Energy

The school acknowledges that the production of energy from fossil fuels is responsible for a substantial proportion of greenhouse gases and other emissions.  There is a growing demand for energy combined with a depletion of non-renewable resources.

To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will buy:

· Energy from companies committed to the sustainable production and consumption of energy.

· Reduce its energy consumption wherever possible.

· Investigate sustainable energy sources, such as solar panels.

Food and Catering Services

The school recognises that food production; impacts human health and the environment by using chemical pesticides and fertilisers, Agricultural process results in soil erosion, forest destruction and loss of biodiversity, animal welfare issues, high energy and water consumption in food production, high water and energy consumption in kitchen appliances, increased CO2 emissions for transportation of food, compromised working conditions and pay for agricultural workers.
To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Buy locally sourced food, wherever possible, to minimise food miles.

· Purchase meat products from local farmers who demonstrate sustainable practise and excellent animal welfare.

· Choose sustainably-produced or line caught aquaculture and marine products.

· Buy seasonal products.

· Use reusable crockery and cutlery.

· Buy Paper ware with high recycled paper content.

· Use suppliers using low emission vehicles for transportation.

· Purchase fair trade products whenever financially viable.

Gardening Services
Inappropriate use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides can cause soil and water pollution.  Non re-newable soil improver, such as peat, cause habitat destruction.  Inconsiderate gardening can cause loss of biodiversity and habitat destruction.
To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Use only peat free soil improvers when school made sources such as the compost heap, leaf mould and vermicompost are not sufficient.

· Employ garden maintenance services that do not use chemical fertilisers or pesticides.

· Use mains supply water for gardening services only when harvested water from the school’s four water butts isn’t sufficient.

Textiles

Inconsiderate manufacturing process can have a negative impact on workers living conditions and opportunities, cause air pollution, release dangerous chemicals into the food chain, use high levels of water and energy resulting in increased CO2 emissions.
To reduce our environmental footprint S.T.M school will:

· Buy uniform from suppliers using Eco-friendly packaging.

· Select suppliers who ensure employment in their supply chain is freely chosen and non discriminatory.

· Use suppliers that adhere to stringent health and safety guidelines for their entire supply chain.

· Purchase from companies that guarantee adequate living conditions for all workers in their supply chain.
· Choose suppliers that source materials from companies operating an effective policy to minimise environmental impact.

· Products that have undergone comprehensive quality control measures to ensure all materials will be durable to reduce the need to replace uniform and allow for garments to be handed on to be reused.
