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HOMEWORK POLICY

At St. Thomas More we believe that homework plays an important part in every child's academic progress.

The nature of homework.

The definition of homework has changed over recent years. In the past children were expected to complete homework by themselves. Nowadays, it is expected that many of the tasks set for homework will require children to have help and support from parents, for example, shared reading and writing. Some of the practical activities require resources, such as buttons, groceries and money for Maths activities, which can be found at home. As children grow older, on the one hand they should be able to work more independently on tasks, however, this has to be balanced with the fact that the tasks will also increase in complexity. 
The purpose of homework.

(
Together with the Home-School Agreement, homework helps to develop an effective partnership between school and parents and /or other carers in promoting the school's aims.

· Homework extends school learning, for example through additional reading.

(
Homework consolidates and reinforces skills and understanding particularly in literacy and numeracy.

(
Homework exploits resources for learning at home.

(
Homework encourages children to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own.

After much discussion between the staff at the school and taking into consideration the views of parents, it has been agreed that through our school homework policy we aim to:

(
Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school;

(
Improve the quality of learning experience offered, by considering carefully the activities given to the children for homework;

(
Provide opportunities for parents, pupils and the school to work in partnership;

(
Ensure parents have clear guidelines and understanding of what is expected of them and their children;

(
Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility;

(
At Year 6, to support children in their preparation for statutory examinations and for their transfer to secondary school.

When will Homework be set?

Homework will be given throughout the whole of each School Term. However it has been decided that homework will not be set during Half-Term Holidays or during the Christmas Holiday. However children in Year 2 and Year 6 may be given homework over Spring half-term and the Easter Holidays.

Homework will not normally be given to children taking time out of school for a family holiday, unless the child's teacher is concerned about the effect of the absence.

Parents are reminded that the school does not encourage absence during term time as it does disrupt a child's progress and the teacher's curriculum planning.

At St Thomas More School the nature of the homework set will change as the children become older and progress through the school. This will be reflected in:

(
The type of task set;

(
The amount of time involved;

(
The degree of independence expected.

· It should be noted that a teacher may vary the amount of homework given to a child if individual circumstances mean that the guidelines in the policy are unsuitable for that child. Changes will usually be discussed with parents.

Reception.

Time: Approximately 10 minutes each day.

It is expected that all children will 'read' every evening. (This may take the form of parents reading to children if the child has not yet started to read, or sharing a book, or the child reading to the parent.)

In addition:

Term 1; Practical Activity Sheet from half-term

Term 2; Activities to include recorded Literacy or Numeracy activity 

Term 3: Continue as above

Year 1.

Time:
Approximately 15 minutes each day.

It is expected that all children will read each evening. A spelling string will be set each week (5-6 words).

In addition:

There will be one further task set during the week,

This task will be selected by the teacher from the following:

· An activity linked to the topics covered during the week.

(
Reading comprehension

(
Reading review

(
Mathematics Activity (for example, the activity may involve sorting or counting.)

· Science Activity

Year 2.

Time:
Approximately 20 minutes each day.

It is expected that all children will read each evening.

A Spelling String will be set each week. (5-8 words depending on ability.) Extension – 2 extra words

In addition:

There will be one further task set during the week,

This task will be selected by the teacher from the following:

· An activity linked to the topics covered during the week.

· A research activity

(
Literacy Activity

(
Mathematics Activity

· Handwriting

Year 3.

Time:
Approximately 25 minutes each day.

It is expected that every child will read each evening.

Each week 5-12 spellings will be set.

Each week a multiplication table will be set.

Each week there will be one Maths activity set, related to the class topic.
Literacy once per fortnight.

Research questions relating to class topics will occasionally be set.

Year 4.

Time:
Approximately 30 minutes each day.

It is expected that every child will read each evening.

Each week a multiplication table will be set.

Each week there will be 8-12 spellings set. Extension – 2 extra words

Each week there will be one Maths activity set.
Each week there will be one Literacy activity set. 

Research questions relating to class topics will occasionally be set.

Year 5.

Time:
Approximately 35 minutes each day.

It is expected that every child will read each evening.

Each week a multiplication table will be set.

Each week there will be 10 - 15 spellings set.

Each week there will be one Math activity (two in the extension group). 

Each week there will be one other activity set relating to the week's classwork.

A French activity will be set.

Research questions relating to class topics will occasionally be set.
Some project work may be set, which will replace the literacy homework that week.
Year 6.

Time:
Approximately 40 minutes each day.

It is expected that every child will read each evening.

Each week 10-15 spellings will be set.

Each week a multiplication table will be set.

Each week there will be one Math activity (2 for the extension group).  

Each week there will be a Literacy task set.

A Science Activity is set. 

A French activity will be set.

Research questions relating to class topics will occasionally be set.
Some longer project work will be set, which may replace other Literacy homework.
Time allocations shown are for guidance.

The above represents a general guide and homework pattern for each class. However at St. Thomas More School we do recognise that all children are individuals and have specific needs. Should any parent feel that the amount of homework set, or the completion date given, is inappropriate for their particular circumstance, they are encouraged to talk to the Class Teacher so that alternative arrangements may be made. Under normal circumstances, children will be given two or three days to complete an activity.

It is asked that parents ensure that a reasonably quiet area is provided for their child to work at home.

Parents do reserve the right to stop a child working if the task is incomplete but they feel their child has done his/her best and worked to the best of their ability and has studied for a reasonable time.

Parents are expected to sign both the homework diary and the piece of work. This encourages and welcomes parents to comment in the homework diary on the child’s ability to complete the task.
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